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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



laim 1 (Currently Amended): A controller device for controlling a plurality of target 




ices connected to a data bus for transferring data ik a predetermined communication 
fptmat, said controller device comprising: / 

first command generating means for generating a first reserve command for inhibiting 
any one of said target devices from g e tting accessed by anoth e r controller d e vic e or by any 
othor target device communication between one /target device and another t arget device; 

second command generating means for generating a second reserve command for 
r es erving any one of said target devices so thai the reserved target device is allowed to accept 
a specific cemmnH tnnr Wr^H nt Innnt from /mother target device permitting transmission of 
a specified command between said one target device and said anothe r target device; and 

transmitting means for selectively transmitting to said target devices and other 
controller devices said first reserve command generated by said first command generating 
means and for selectively transmitting to/said target devices said second reserve command 
generated by said second command generating means. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended)/ A controller device according to Claim 1, wherein 
said specific command transferred from transmitted between said one target device and said 
another target device provides authentication between said one and another target devices. 



Claim 3 (Currently Amended): A controller device according to Claim 1, wherein 
said specific command transferred from transmitted between said one target device and said 
another target device identifies attributes of any one of said target devices. 
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Claim 4 (Original): A controller device according to Claim 1, wherein said 
predetermined communication format complies with IEEE 1394 criteria. 

Claim 5 (Original): A controller device according to Claim 1, further comprising 
operating means operated to select either saifl first reserve command generated by said first 
command generating means or said second reserve command generated by said second 
command generating means for transmission to said target devices. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended): 4 communication system comprising: 
a controller device; 

a data bus for transferring data ifn a predetermined communication format; and 
a plurality of target devices connected via said data bus to said controller device; 
wherein said controller device comprises: 

first command generating means for generating a first reserve command for inhibiting 
any one of said target devic e s from/g e tting accessed by anoth e r controll e r device or by any 
oth e r target d e vic e communication between one target device and anothe r target device ; 

second command generating means for generating a second reserve command for 
reserving any one of said targ e t flovicoo go that th e r e served targ e t d e vic e is allowed to accept 
a s pec ific common^ tr^rSmr^ nt I n nr.t from another target device permittin g transmission of 
a specified command between/said one target device and said another target device ; 

third command generating means for generating a bus reset command for resetting 
said data bus for transferring data in said predetermined communication format; and 

transmitting meansffor selectively transmitting to said target devices and other 
controller devices said ficst reserve command generated by said first command generating 
means, for selectively transmitting to said target devices said second reserve command 
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i or.^ fr.r selectively transmittin g to said 
generated by said second command generatmg uj**. and jgodecUve^ 

ma nH Peneratec/by said third command generating means; 
t aIg e L devices said bus reset command generated oy 

and / 

wherein each of said target devices comprises: 

giving means for receivin g fro, sid transmitting means said first reserve 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

by said third command generating means] 

iudgingm ea„s f or i udgi„ g wheJrareserveco™a„dreceive, b vsaidreceivi„ g 

me ans is said firs, reserve command or aid second reserve command; and 

control means for vaiidatin a reserve command received by said r=ceivin g means 

■ Li™. if,hereservecommandthusreceivedisjud g edby 
shorter than said first predetermined trme, if the reserv 

said judging means to be said seind reserve command. 

Cairn 7 (Currentiy Aminded): A communication system according to Cairn 6, 
whereinsaidspecificcornmJ,»^ 



devices. 



Cairn 8 (Currently Uded): A communication system according to Cairn 6, 
wherein said specific 4»*«^ 
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and said another target device identifies attributes o j any one of said one and another target 
devices. 

Claim 9 (Original): A communication system according to Claim 6, wherein said 
predetermined communication format complies wfth IEEE 1394 criteria. 

Claim 10 (Original): A communication system according to Claim 6, further 
comprising operating means operated to select iither said first reserve command generated by 
said first command generating means or said sicond reserve command generated by said 
second command generating means for transmission to said target devices. 

Claim 1 1 (Currently Amended): A dommunication system comprising: 
a controller device; I 

a data bus for transferring data in a/predetermined communication format; and 
a plurality of target devices connected via said data bus to said controller device; 
wherein said controller device comprises: 

first command generating means/for generating a first reserve command for inhibiting 
a ny one of said l ai gc t devices fr o m g Ltt jng access e d by another con Uu ll e i device or by n n y 



^hnr tnrgnt rWirP communication between o n e ta rg et devic e and another target device ; 

second command generating means for generating a second reserve command for 
re serving any one of said target devices so that the reserved target d e vi c e is allowed to n rr ept 
a specific command transferred at lLt from another target device permitting transmission of 
„ s pecified command between sai dLe target device and said another target device ; and 

transmitting means for selectively transmitting to said target devices and other 
controller devices said first reserve command generated by said first command generating 
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means an H for selectively transmitting to said tareetf devices said second reserve command 
generated by said second command generating meAns; and 

wherein each of said target devices composes receiving means for selectively 
receiving said specific command from said another target device in accordance with the 
second reserve command transmitted from said'transmitting means. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended): A co'mmunication system according to claim 11, 
wherein said specific command tranoforrod from transmitted between said one target device 
and said another target device provides authentication between said one and another target 
devices. 

Claim 13 (Currently Amended):/ A communication system according to claim 11, 
wherein said specific command transferred from transmitted between said one target device 
and said another target device identifies attributes of any one of said target devices. 



Claim 14 (Original): A communication system according to claim 11, wherein said 
predetermined communication format complies with IEEE 1394 criteria. 



Claim 15 (Original): A communication system according to claim 11, further 
comprising operating means opirated to select either said first reserve command generated by 
said first command generating^means or said second reserve command generated by said 
second command generating/means for transmission to said target devices. 
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Claim 16 (Currently Amended): A controlling method for allowing a controller 
device to control a plurality of target devices connected to a data bus for transferring data in a 
predetermined communication format, said controlling method comprising th e st e ps of : 

selecting either a first reserve command/for inhibiting any one of said targ e t d e vic e s 
from getting acc e ssed by another controller device or by any other target d e vic e 
communication between one target device and another target device , or a second reserve 
command for reserving any one of said targd devices so that the reserved target device is 
allowed to accept a specific command traniprrcd at l e ast from another targ e t d e vice 
permitting transmission of a specified command between said one target d evice and said 
another target device ; and 

transmitting the reserve command thus selected. 

Claim 17 (Currently Amended^: A controlling method for use with a communication 
system comprising a controller device, a data bus for transferring data in a predetermined 
communication format, and a plurality of target devices connected via said data bus to said 
controller device, said controlling rAethod comprising the steps of : 

receiving either a first reserve command for inhibiting any one of said targ e t d e vic es 
from g e tting access e d by another Controll e r devic e or by any other target d e vic e 
communication between one target device and another target device , or a second reserve 
command for reserving any onc/of said target devices so that the reserved target device is 
allowed to accept a specific command transferred at least from another target d e vic e 
permitting transmission of a specified command between said one target device and said 
another target device ; 

judging whether the /received reserve command is said first reserve command or said 
second reserve command; 
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receiving a bus reset command for desimMing a reset of said data bus for transferring 
data in said predetermined communication fmmat; 

validating the received reserve command upon elapse of a first predetermined time 
following reception of said bus res^t command if the received reserve command is judged to 
be said first reserve commandyand 

validating the received reserve command upon elapse of a second predetermined time 
following reception of^aid bus reset command, said second predetermined time being shorter 
than said first predetermined time, if the received reserve command is judged to be said 
second reserve /Command. 



